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MISSOURI ,I{ICENTENNI‘AL CHESSBOARD



In 2018, Governor Michael L. Parson created the Missouri Bicentennial
Commission. He appointed former State Senator Ronald F. Richard and Mayor Carrie
Tergin of Jefterson City as co-chairs. The purpose of the Commission was to “aid the State
Historical Society Missourti in its charge to plan for and implement the commemoration of
the Missouri Bicentennial to further state efforts to honor the State of Missouri and its rich

history and heritage on the occasion of its bicentennial.”

In 2020 the Commission approved an idea from member Dr. Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield to
build a Bicentennial Chessboard with 32 images covering 200 years of Missouri history.
The World Chess Hall of Fame and the Saint Louis Chess Club provided funding and
historical brochures and signage for the project. Missouri has a rich chess history starting
with the first world chess championship in Saint Louis in 1886. In 2014, the U.S. Senate
designated Saint Louis as the US. Chess Capital. The Club has held numerous U.S.
Championships and international tournament. In 2011, they launched the Scouts BSA

Chess Merit Badge, and the first Scouts to earn it were from Missouri.

Michael Sweeney and the staft’ of the State Historical Society of Missouri had the task of
selecting 32 historical images for the border of the board. This required viewing hundreds
of photos to cover the topics of historical figures, places, agriculture, mining, authors,

music, sports, transportation, wars, civil rights, and science.

Life Scout Andrew Dowden of Troop 6 of Jefferson City built the Bicentennial Chessboard
as his Eagle Scout project. The giant chess board included 100 pieces of granite, a concrete
base, and 36 engravings covering Missouri history. The engravings were made by Andrew
at the Sinquefield Invention Campus and the Lake of the Ozarks Scout Reservation. The
project took nine months and required the assistance of many volunteers. In addition, Life
Scout Maya Thomas of Troop 242 of Columbia built two benches using 200-year-old
Missouri oak for her Eagle Scout project.

Governor Michael L. Parson dedicated the Missouri Bicentennial Chessboard on May 1,
2022, in Deborah Cooper Park on Adrian’s Island in Jefferson City.

SCAN HERE FOR MORE
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Chess History in Saint Louis

The Show Me State is rich in chess history.
Saint Louis was one of three American cities
to host the first World Chess Championship,
held in 1886 between Wilhelm Steinitz and
Johannes Zukertort. The site, which was once
the location of the Harmonie Club on the
corner of 18th Street and Olive Boulevard, is
currently known as the Butler Building

In 2007, Saint Louis residents Dr. Jeanne
Cairns Sinquefield and Rex Sinquefield
founded the Saint Louis Chess Club (STL-
CC), a non-profit organization committed
to promoting the game and sport of chess.
Since that time, the STLCC has introduced
chess to more than 75,000 students across the
greater Saint Louis area and has hosted more
than 100 major national and international
tournaments. Additionally, the STLCC has
welcomed over 230 of the world’s strongest
chess grandmasters to tournaments and has
amassed more than 380,000 followers on its
YouTube channel with free chess lessons, lec-
tures, and tournament commentary.

In 2011, the Sinquefields facilitated the re-
location of the World Chess Hall of Fame
(WCHOYF) from Miami, Florida to Saint
Louis, directly across the street from the
Saint Louis Chess Club. Since that time, the
WCHOF has welcomed more than 150,000
visitors from around the globe. Also in 2011
at the WCHOY;, Dr. Jeanne Cairns Sinque-
field launched the Scouts BSA’s Chess Mer-
it Badge, which has become one of the most
popular to earn and has now been received by
more than 250,000 Scouts.

In 2013, the U.S. Senate and Congress named
Saint Louis the “Chess Capital of the Na-
tion.” From that day forward, the Saint Lou-

is Chess Club and World Chess Hall of
Fame became part of what is known as
the Saint Louis Chess Campus, which in-
cludes their award-winning gift shop, Q
Boutique, and chess-themed restaurant,
Kingside Diner.

In 2018, Saint Louis resident, Grand-
master Fabiano Caruana, became the
first American to compete for the World
Chess Championship title in 2018, 46
years after Bobby Fischer in 1972. That
same year, Dr. Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield
published Learn to Read & Write Chess, an
absolute beginner’s guide to chess, which
has been published in multiple languages
from around the world. Also in 2018, the
Saint Louis Chess Campus erected the
World’s Largest Chess Piece, a 20-feet-
tall king chess piece verified by Guinness
World Records, housed outside of the
World Chess Hall of Fame. This is the
second time the Saint Louis Chess Cam-
pus achieved this record, with the first
happening in 2012.

Multiple Saint Louis residents have been
inducted into «the:UiS. Chess -Hall' of
Fame. Former residents Max Judd and
Susan Polgar were awarded in 2019, and
both Dr. Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield and
Rex Sinquefield were honored in the 2020
class for their many contributions to chess.

And in 2022, the Missouri Bicentennial
Chessboard, spearheaded by Dr. Jeanne
Cairns Sinquefield, was unveiled in Jef-
ferson City. The life-sized granite chess-
board depicts 32 images which celebrate
significant historical moments and per-
sonalities from the state’s history.



