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Coca-Cola Game Set
c 1941-1945
Collection of the World Chess Hall of Fame

The Stuttgart USO Chess, Checkers,
and TIC-TAC-TOE Pocket Set

c 1940-1944

Collection of the World Chess Hall of Fame

The American Red Cross Chess,
Checkers, and TIC-TAC-TOE Pocket Set
c 1944

Collection of the World Chess Hall of
Fame, Gift of Margaret Martin

The Victory Kits Workroom Chess,
Checkers, and TIC-TAC-TOE Pocket Set
c 1940-1944

Collection of the World Chess Hall of Fame

Efforts to aid in recreation for troops also
extended to camps in the United States

and the European and Pacific Theaters.

In 1941, the United Services Organization
(USO) was formed in response to a call by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The USO
coordinated the recreation and aid efforts of
six organizations: the Jewish Welfare Board,
National Catholic Community Service, the
National Travelers Aid Association, Salvation
Army, Young Men’s Christian Association
(YMCA), and Young Women’s Christian
Association (YWCA). As part of their aid work,
many of these organizations made gift kits
for outgoing soldiers and those in hospitals,
some of which included simple pocket
chess sets stamped with the groups’ names.

Philanthropic efforts to create connections
with civilian life were complemented by
the activities of corporations of the era. The
Drueke Company, a renowned American
manufacturer of games, began production
of pocket games, including chess. These
could easily be shipped to soldiers due to
their small sizes. The Coca-Cola Company
donated game sets to military camps in
addition to their shipment of ten complete
bottling plants to the European Theater.

Unlike many federations in occupied territories
abroad, the United States Chess Federation
(USCF) was able to continue to conduct
national chess championships through the
course of the war. However, many of the
nation’s top chess talents also chose to turn
energies to aid efforts on the homefront.
Observing that the Red Cross provided chess
sets at its recreation halls and hospitals and
that members of many individual chess clubs
across the country had initiated efforts to play
chess with veterans in hospitals, the USCF
partnered with the periodical Chess Review to
found the organization Chess for the Wounded
in 1945. They aimed to unite these disparate
efforts through a national organization with
five sections reflecting the regional structure
of the Red Cross. Future U.S. Women’s Chess
Champion Mary Bain was the Southeast’s
Area Director, and the group’s board

included future 1992 U.S. Chess Hall of Fame
inductees Arnold Denker and Gisela Gresser.
The activities of the new organization were
reported in chess periodicals of the time as
well as the USCF’s annual yearbook.

The May 1945 issue of Chess Review
announced the new organization with an
article illustrating how the game assisted
wounded veterans in their recovery. During
the war, it had reported stories about

chess tournaments organized by members of
the military and chess-related aid efforts.
Though many players assisted in the project,
Gisela Gresser’s work earned the attention of
both the chess periodicals and national press.
Gresser used her talents as the 1944 U.S.
Women'’s Chess Champion to organize
simultaneous exhibitions for the benefit of
the Red Cross and the American Society

for Russian Relief, Inc., which provided
humanitarian aid to Soviet citizens affected
by the war. She also taught chess in hospitals
through the Red Cross and in the hall of

the National Maritime Union as a volunteer
for the United Seamen’s Service.

While some aid efforts ended with the
September 1945 conclusion of the war, many
others that focused upon assisting wounded
veterans and war refugees continued.
Chess for the Wounded sustained its work
through at least 1948, and some of its
volunteers maintained or renewed their efforts
after the outbreak of the Korean War. Their
endeavors showed the human side of a game
often associated with pure logic or
competition, revealing how it could be used
as a comfort in difficult times.

—Emily Allred, Assistant Curator

Marthall Chess Club
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Above:

Advertisement for the Marshall Chess Club

¢ 1940

John G. White Chess Collection at the Cleveland Public Library

Opposite:
David Parker

Royal Air Force Pilots Playing Chess Whilst on Standby

March 20, 1940
Image Courtesy of Getty Images

Toni Frisell

Officers in 332nd Fighter Group Playing Chess in Officers’ Club at

Air Base in Southern Italy
1945
Image Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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Yol. No. 100
Vol. No. 101

Vol. No. 102 Backgammon
and Acey-Ducey

Vol. No. 103
Yol. No. 104
Vol. No. 165
Vol. No. 106
Vol. No. 107

A Volume from

The Original Library of Pocket Games

Chess
Checkers

Solitaire
Dominoes
Cribhage
Chips

15 Puzzle

|

Vol. No. 108
Vol. No. 109
Yol. No. 110
Vol. No. 112
Vol. No. 113
Vol. No. 114
Vol. No. 115
Vol. No. 116
Vol. No. 117
Vol. No. 120

Roulette
Goal

Ching Peg
Pic Tic
Daddiing
Tree Puzzle
Bingo
Bowling
Set Back
Gin Rummy

Mauufactured by, WM. F. DRUEKE & SONS  Grand Rapids, Mich.
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