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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Local Chess Contributors and Global Chess Legends to be Inducted into the U.S.
and World Chess Halls of Fame

The announcement coincides with International Chess Day on July 20

SAINT LOUIS (July 19, 2021) —Chess history will be made this year at induction ceremonies recognizing
seven exceptional contributors to the iconic game as the newest members of the U.S. and World Chess Halls
of Fame. The first ceremony will honor the 2021 U.S. Chess Hall of Fame inductees. This ceremony will
happen during the 2021 U.S. Open Chess Championship—an open national tournament held in the United
States annually since 1900—at the Crowne Plaza in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, on August 6, 2021. The second
ceremony will honor the 2020 U.S. Chess Hall of Fame inductees and the 2021 World Chess Hall of Fame
inductees. This ceremony will take place during the opening reception of the 2021 U.S. Chess Championship
and U.S. Women’s Chess Championship featuring the strongest chess players in America—held at the Saint
Louis Chess Club (STLCC) in Saint Louis, Missouri, on October 5, 2021. The STLCC has hosted these
tournaments for the past 12 years.

In 2020, two candidates were selected for induction into the U.S. Chess Hall of Fame by the US Chess
Recognitions Committee: Rex Sinquefield, Saint Louis resident and co-founder of the STLCC, responsible for
the relocation of the World Chess Hall of Fame to Saint Louis, Missouri, and the rapid resurgence of
American chess; and Dr. Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield, Saint Louis resident and co-founder of the STLCC, who
spearheaded the launch of Scouts BSA chess merit badge and helped bring the benefits of chess to
thousands of children in the Saint Louis metropolitan area and across the country.

“Both Dr. Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield and Rex Sinquefield are true chess pioneers, bringing not only the
benefits of chess to children from all walks of life in their community but also to seasoned champions from
across the country and around the world. Their contributions and passion for chess have helped redefine and
reinvigorate the game’s accessibility, as both a sport and art,” said US Chess Trust President E. Steven
Doyle.

Additionally, in 2021, the US Chess Recognitions Committee selected two candidates for induction into the
U.S. Chess Hall of Fame: Dr. Frank Brady, writer, educator and founding editor of Chess Life magazine, who
served in a number of key positions at US Chess, the governing body for chess competition in the United
States, and was instrumental in the growth and modernization of the organization; and corporate executive
and International Master James “Jimmy” Sherwin, a U.S. Chess Championship record holder who played
chess legends Bobby Fischer and Samuel Reshevsky and also served as the president of the American
Chess Foundation, developing U.S. chess players.

“Through his contributions as a writer and an organizer, Dr. Brady’s work and legacy create long-lasting
benefits for the chess world,” says US Chess Trust’s Managing Director Al Lawrence. “And for someone who
wasn’t a professional chess player, James Sherwin’s U.S. Chess Championship record is remarkable. All of
this year’s inductees are deserving of the unique honor.”

Also this year, the International Chess Federation (Fédération Internationale des Échecs or FIDE) has
nominated three new members for the World Chess Hall of Fame. Inductees include Judit Polgar, who is
universally considered to be the strongest woman chess player of all time and broke Bobby Fischer’s record
as the world’s youngest grandmaster; Miguel Najdorf, whose name is associated with one of the most
famous openings in chess, the Najdorf Variation of the Sicilian Defense, in addition to being one of the most
successful performers in Chess Olympiad history; and Eugene Torre, a trailblazer for Asian chess for half a
century, achieving a number of continental milestones including first grandmaster, first to defeat a reigning
world champion, and first to reach the Candidates stage of the World Championship.

https://worldchesshof.org/chess-hall-of-fame
https://worldchesshof.org/chess-hall-of-fame
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https://saintlouischessclub.org/events/closed-tournaments
https://saintlouischessclub.org/events/closed-tournaments
https://www.saintlouischessclub.org
https://www.saintlouischessclub.org
https://www.worldchesshof.org
https://saintlouischessclub.org/scoutsbsa
https://new.uschess.org/chess-life-digital-archives
https://www.fide.com/


“The 2021 World Chess Hall of Fame inductees exemplify the global impact and inclusivity chess has to
offer, and we’re honored to include their contributions to the game’s rich history,” said FIDE Chief Operating
Officer Willy Iclicki.

Inductees of both Halls of Fame are chosen for their impact on the sport and have included players, authors,
journalists, scholars, organizers and supporters of the game. Each player will be commemorated at the
World Chess Hall of Fame (WCHOF) in Saint Louis with a plaque bearing their image and biography. Notable
games and highlights will also be featured in a digital interactive gallery.

“The World Chess Hall of Fame in Saint Louis commends all of the 2020 and 2021 inductees, especially Dr.
Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield and Rex Sinquefield, and we look forward to celebrating their unique
achievements at this year’s induction ceremony,” said Shannon Bailey, WCHOF’s chief curator.

For more information about the Chess Halls of Fame, please visit the WCHOF’s website at
worldchesshof.org. For more information about the U.S. Open Chess Championship, please visit US Chess’
website at uschess.org. For more information about the U.S. Chess Championship and U.S. Women’s Chess
Championship, please visit saintlouischessclub.org.

###

About the 2020 and 2021 U.S. Hall of Fame Inductees

Rex Sinquefield
(1944-     )

Raised in Saint Louis, lifelong chess player Rex Sinquefield has transformed his hometown into the Chess
Capital of the United States. In 2008, he founded the Saint Louis Chess Club (STLCC) with his wife, Dr.
Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield, and they later provided the funding to move the World Chess Hall of Fame to
Saint Louis. The STLCC has become home to championship chess in the U.S., hosting numerous national
tournaments, in addition to bringing the benefits of chess to over 75,000 students. Rex has also made history
through the creation of the Sinquefield Cup and Cairns Cup, the strongest-ever tournament and strongest
women’s tournament held on American soil. His efforts, including supporting the U.S. national team and
creating tournaments that allow new chess talents to grow, have attracted top players and revitalized chess
in the United States.

Dr. Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield
(1946-     )

In 2008, Dr. Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield founded the Saint Louis Chess Club (STLCC) with her husband, Rex,
and they later provided the funding to move the World Chess Hall of Fame to Saint Louis. Through the
STLCC, they have helped to bring the benefits of chess to thousands of students throughout the country.
Passionate about the Scouts BSA, Jeanne instigated the creation of its chess merit badge, which has now
been earned by over 225,000 Scouts. With fellow Scouts, she also created Chess2Go, a compact portable
chess set in 2012. In 2019, Jeanne wrote a book about chess notation, Learn to Read and Write Chess. The
same year, she established the Cairns Cup, a world-class women’s chess tournament that was held again in
2020.

Frank Brady
(1934-     )

Born in New York, Frank Brady has made a lasting impact on the chess world through his literary and
organizational efforts. His books on Bobby Fischer—two editions of Profile of a Prodigy and Endgame—are
the most acclaimed biographies ever written about a chess player. He oversaw the transition of the US
Chess publication Chess Life from newspaper to magazine, which he edited for several years. He also edited
and published the critically acclaimed Chessworld. Brady has performed many significant organizational
functions in American chess for over half a century. He served as a member of the Executive Board of the
US Chess Federation and was its business manager and ratings director in its early years. An International
Arbiter for FIDE, he conducted national and international tournaments. Brady was also President of the
legendary Marshall Chess Club and is now its President Emeritus.

https://www.worldchesshof.org
https://www.uschess.org
https://www.saintlouischessclub.org
https://worldchesshof.org/hof-inductee/rex-sinquefield
https://worldchesshof.org/hof-inductee/dr-jeanne-cairns-sinquefield
https://worldchesshof.org/hof-inductee/frank-brady


James Sherwin
(1933-     )

Born in New York, International Master James Sherwinwas one of the most successful U.S. Chess
Championship participants of the 1950s and 1960s. Competing in eight events, several of which included
Bobby Fischer, he finished third or fourth on six separate occasions. Sherwin’s third-place finish in the
1957-58 U.S. Championship qualified him for the Interzonal where he scored 50% against the six qualifiers
for the Candidates Tournament. New York State champion at 17, Sherwin represented the U.S. in the 1953
World Junior Championship. In 1956, Sherwin shared top honors in the U.S. Open with U.S. Chess Hall of
Fame inductee Arthur Bisguier. Sherwin served as president of the American Chess Foundation from 1979 to
1990, when it provided critical financial support for top U.S. players.

About the 2021 World Chess Hall of Fame Inductees

Judit Polgar
(1976-     )

Judit Polgar is universally recognized as the strongest female player of all time. She was first rated in the top
100 players in the world at age 12 when she won three gold medals at the 1988 Olympiad in Thessaloniki.
This performance also catapulted Judit to the world number 1 ranking for women, a position that she
maintained for the next 26 years. Judit broke Bobby Fischer’s record as the youngest grandmaster in 1991.
Polgar is the only woman to have ever reached the Candidates stage in the world, and to have been rated
over 2700, reaching a peak of 2735 in 2005. During her career, she defeated 11 current or former world
champions in rapid or classical chess. Polgar was a member of the 2014 silver medal-winning Hungarian
Olympiad team and won seven other medals in Olympiads.

Miguel Najdorf
(1910-1997)

Miguel Najdorf, whose name is associated with one of the most famous openings in chess, was one of the
top players in the world in the 1940s and 1950s. Born in Poland, he settled in Argentina after playing in the
1939 Buenos Aires Chess Olympiad. He was also one of the most successful performers in Olympiad
history, winning seven team (four silver and three bronze) and four individual medals (three gold and one
silver) in 14 competitions over four decades. In 1947, he faced 45 opponents in blindfold chess, setting a
record that stood until 2011.

Eugene Torre
(1951-     )

Philippine grandmaster Eugene Torre has been a trailblazer for Asian chess for half a century, achieving a
number of continental milestones including first grandmaster (1974), first to defeat a reigning world champion
(Anatoly Karpov in 1976), and first to reach the Candidates stage of the World Championship (1982-1983). A
member of the Philippine Olympiad team a record 23 times, Torre won three individual medals on board one
(silver at Nice 1974 and bronze at Malta 1980 and Dubai 1986). He also won a bronze medal on board three
at Baku 2016 at the age of 64. Torre was the official second of Bobby Fischer in his 1992 rematch with Boris
Spassky.

About the Chess Halls of Fame

The World Chess Hall of Fame (WCHOF) celebrates the accomplishments of the game's greatest players
from the United States and across the globe. The institution houses both the U.S. and World Chess Halls of
Fame, which as of March 2019 counted 66 and 39 members, respectively. New inductees are honored in an
annual ceremony, which has been held in Saint Louis, Missouri, since 2011. Since 2012, the inductions have
been held during the opening ceremonies for the annual U.S. Chess Championship and U.S. Women’s
Chess Championships.

About the Saint Louis Chess Club

The Saint Louis Chess Club (STLCC) is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization that is committed to making
chess an important part of our community. In addition to providing a forum for the community to play
tournaments and casual games, the Club also offers chess improvement classes, beginner lessons and
special lectures.

https://worldchesshof.org/hof-inductee/james-sherwin
https://worldchesshof.org/hof-inductee/judit-polgar
https://worldchesshof.org/hof-inductee/miguel-najdorf
https://worldchesshof.org/hof-inductee/eugene-torre


Recognizing the cognitive and behavioral benefits of chess, the Saint Louis Chess Club is committed to
supporting those chess programs that already exist in area schools while encouraging the development of
new in-school and after-school programs. For more information, visit saintlouischessclub.org.

How Inductees Are Chosen

Each year, candidates for induction to the U.S. Chess Hall of Fame are nominated by the US Chess
Recognitions Committee. which includes leading chess historians. The Committee’s selections are sent to
the US Chess Executive Board for review, and the Board's recommendations are then forwarded to the US
Chess Trust. whose Trustees have the official authority to determine inductees into the US Chess Hall of
Fame. The induction ceremony takes place at the World Chess Hall of Fame or at the annual US Chess
Awards luncheon. A representative of the US Chess Trust performs the official induction, using the official
Hall of Fame gavel.

Representatives of the World Chess Federation (Fédération Internationale des Échecs, or FIDE) nominate
and select new candidates for induction into the World Chess Hall of Fame. Members of the World Chess
Hall of Fame are chosen for their total contribution to the sport. Players as well as others who have made an
impact as authors, journalists, organizers and in other ways are eligible for induction.

About the US Chess Trust

The US Chess Trust is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization. Through the Trust, the Samford Fellowships have
helped develop our nation’s top young chess players. Typically, nine of 12 players in the U.S. Championship
are former or current Samford Fellows.

The Trust sponsors the senior, junior and girls’ national invitational events for state champions at the annual
U.S. Open and provides numerous college scholarships. For more information, visit uschesstrust.org.

About US Chess

The US Chess Federation (US Chess) is the official governing body and nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization for
chess players and chess supporters in the United States. Our mission is to empower people, enrich lives,
and enhance communities through chess. Our vision is that chess is recognized as an essential tool that is
inclusive, benefits education and rehabilitation, and promotes recreation and friendly competition.

US Chess represents the United States in the World Chess Federation (FIDE), connecting our members to
chess players around the world. Founded in 1939 with the merger of the American Chess Federation and the
National Chess Federation, US Chess has grown to serve over 93,000 members and 2,000 affiliated chess
clubs and organizations today. For more information, visit uschess.org.

About the World Chess Hall of Fame

The World Chess Hall of Fame (WCHOF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization committed to building
awareness of the cultural and artistic significance of chess. It opened on September 9, 2011, in the Central
West End after moving from previous locations in New York; Washington, D.C.; and Florida. The WCHOF is
located at 4652 Maryland Avenue, housed in a historic 15,900 square-foot residence-turned-business,
featuring World Chess Hall of Fame inductees, United States Chess Hall of Fame inductees selected by the
U.S. Chess Trust, displays of artifacts from the permanent collection and exhibitions highlighting the great
players, historic games and rich cultural history of chess. The WCHOF partners with the Saint Louis Chess
Club to provide innovative programming and outreach to local, national and international audiences. For
more information, visit worldchesshof.org.
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