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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Three Groundbreaking Chess Exhibitions To Open 
 At The World Chess Hall of Fame in Saint Louis In April 
Exhibits from around the world highlighting the sport of chess 
will be featured at the World Chess Hall of Fame this spring 

 
SAINT LOUIS (March 22, 2018) – This spring, the World Chess Hall of Fame 
(WCHOF), the only institution of its kind to present world-class exhibitions that explore 
the connections between chess and art, culture and history, will feature three new 
chess-focused exhibitions created by artists all around the world: Painted Pieces: Art 
Chess from Purling London, The Staunton Standard: Evolution of the Modern Chess 
Set, and The Sinquefield Effect: The Resurgence of American Chess. The exhibitions 
will make their debut on April 12, 2018, at the WCHOF in Saint Louis. 
 
These exhibitions each highlight the history, art and culture behind the sport of chess. 
One exhibition features hand-painted chess sets by contemporary artists, while another 
features some of the oldest Staunton chess sets in the world. The last exhibition 
highlights the contributions of Dr. Jeanne and Rex Sinquefield over the past decade as 
part of their mission to drive the renaissance of chess in the United States. The Purling 
& Staunton exhibits will close on September 16, 2018, while The Sinquefield Effect 
exhibit will be available to the public through February 24, 2019. 
 
“Chess, at its core, is one of the world’s oldest art forms,” said Shannon Bailey, Chief 
Curator of the World Chess Hall of Fame. “These new exhibitions celebrate the canvas 
that is a chessboard and its evolution from traditional to contemporary. The Sinquefield 
Effect ties it all together, celebrating the renewal of chess as a cultural icon in the United 
States. We are thrilled to unveil these new exhibitions for the first time-ever in America, 
providing a new global lens to view chess and the intricacies of the game.” 
 
The Opening Reception of these exhibits at the WCHOF will be held on April 12, 2018, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. To attend the unveiling, please RSVP to 
events@worldchesshof.org. For more information, please visit www.worldchesshof.org.  
 
Painted Pieces: Art Chess from Purling London  
Painted Pieces: Art Chess from Purling London is a unique global collaboration, 
bringing together the WCHOF and the critically-acclaimed games and gifts maker 
Purling London to present multimedia chess sets, pieces, boards, and interactive 
experiences produced by artists from around the world. Painted Pieces features 
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traditional Staunton chess sets transformed by celebrated contemporary artists 
into one-of-a-kind, hand-painted works. Featured artists include American painter 
Sophie Matisse, British artists Tom Hackney and Caio Locke, and influential street 
artists Thierry Noir and Mr Doodle. 
 
The Sinquefield Effect: The Resurgence of American Chess  
The Sinquefield Effect: The Resurgence of American Chess commemorates a decade 
of explosive chess growth led by the Saint Louis Chess Club (STLCC), a nonprofit 
founded by Dr. Jeanne and Rex Sinquefield. The exhibit will feature artifacts, 
photographs, videos, and more to showcase Saint Louis’ growing chess culture and the 
impact these institutions and the Sinquefield’s support have had on the area. Over the 
last ten years, the STLCC has drawn the attention of chess Grandmasters from around 
the world, and the STLCC has garnered the favor and respect of top players globally 
who have showed their support in assisting with a surprise project that will be unveiled 
at the exhibition’s opening reception. 
 
The Staunton Standard: Evolution of the Modern Chess Set 
Staunton chess sets have been the standard in tournament play since they were first 
introduced to the public in 1849. The Staunton Standard: Evolution of the Modern 
Chess Set celebrates the Staunton chess set with a historic exhibition displaying some 
of the earliest Staunton sets ever produced as well as more contemporary incarnations 
of the style and additional artifacts related to Howard Staunton’s legacy. This unique 
exhibition includes over 40 chess sets from the collection of longtime chess fan and 
competitor, Jon Crumiller, whose personal collection of antique sets numbers over 600. 
Additional exhibit artifacts will be on display from the permanent collection of the 
WCHOF and loans from Dr. Jeanne and Rex Sinquefield, Duncan Pohl, Joram 
Piatigorsky and Frank Camaratta, the internationally-recognized expert in antique 
Staunton and other playing sets. 
 

# # # 
 
About the World Chess Hall of Fame 
The World Chess Hall of Fame is a nonprofit organization committed to building 
awareness for the cultural and artistic significance of chess. It opened on September 9, 
2011, in the Central West End after moving from previous locations in New York, 
Washington, D.C.; and Florida. The World Chess Hall of Fame is located at 4652 
Maryland Avenue, housed in an historic 15,900 square-foot residence-turned-business, 
and features the U.S. and World Chess Halls of Fame, displays of artifacts from the 
permanent collection and exhibitions highlighting the great players, historic games and 
rich cultural history of chess. The World Chess Hall of Fame partners with the Saint 
Louis Chess Club to provide innovative programming and outreach to local, national 
and international audiences.   
  
For more information, please visit the World Chess Hall of Fame online at 
http://www.worldchesshof.org or call (314) 367-9243 (WCHOF). 
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Visit our social channels: 
Facebook (@WorldChessHOF), Twitter (@WorldChessHOF), Instagram 
(@worldchesshof) and YouTube (www.youtube.com/worldchesshof) 
 
Join the conversation: 
Painted Pieces: Art Chess from Purling London: #PaintedPieces 
The Staunton Standard: Evolution of the Modern Chess Set: #TheStauntonStandard 
The Sinquefield Effect: The Resurgence of American Chess: #SinquefieldEffect 
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