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Chess Club Hosts Grandmasters in Residence
BY KATERINA NEMCOVA
Woman Grandmaster

The Saint  Louis Chess 
Club has been an incredibly 
important �gure for chess in 
the United States and Saint 
Louis is deservedly seen 
as our Chess Capital. Most 
chess players know that the 
STLCC has been promoting 
chess globally, through elite 
tournaments, tournament 
broadcasting, and support 
of both young talents and 
top players. 

I  th ink i t  is  also very 
important to highlight the 
STLCC’s great efforts in 
teaching our royal game 
through scholastic programs 
and the Grandmaster in 
Residence program. I have 
never seen the Grandmaster 
i n  Re s i d ence  p rogra m 
implemented anywhere else 
in the world and I feel fortu -
nate to be part of it. 

The STLCC offers classes 
for players of all ages and 
levels, opening chess to all 
people who are interested in 
playing, learning, improv -
ing, or just trying out the 
game. I think this is by itself 
wonderful; it doesn’t focus 
on the smartest and young -
est as is common in today’s 
world. Teaching skilled and 
focused players and watch -
ing their interest and skill 
improve is as enjoyable for 
me as teaching young chil -
dren to pick up on the game 
and �nd the sparkle in it. 

What I  probably enjoy 
the most the total begin -
ners, those who are hesi-
tant about starting their 
chess journey and who per -
ceive chess as a game for 
‘smart people,’ who come 
here to try their hands at 
our beloved game. Their 
authentic surprise and hap -
piness as they learn to play 
is beautiful and rewarding. 
The “Ladies’ Knight” class, 
intended for female begin -
ners of all ages, is a real suc-
cess story, helping to shape 
a new generation of female 
players who enjoy the game 
and play it with their friends 
and family members.

�e GM-in-Residence pro -
gram also provides grati -
fying experience for the 
grandmasters and benefits 
them as well. It is important 
to understand that when 
grandmasters play chess, 
they tend to think about 
chess in terms of perfor -
mance and competition. We 
work hard to play the best 
possible games and to fin-
ish at the top of the table. 
Viewed only through this 
narrow perspect ive,  we 
sometimes forget that chess 
is not only about results, but 
also about the appreciation 
of and love for the game. 

The activities at STLCC 
prov ide  us  wi th  a  n ice 
reminder. In teaching chess 
through various weekly les -
sons, responding to people’s  
questions, analyzing games 
with those eager learn, or 
playing blitz and bughouse, 
we can “zoom out”  and 
remember how to truly enjoy 
our royal game. 

It also doesn’t hurt that 
the magnificent facility is a 
dream come true for chess 
players. Filled with pictures 
of historical and modern 
chess heroes, and with the 
atmosphere created by the 
presence of all the chess 
legends who competed here 
over the years, the environ -
ment in the STLCC fosters 
the realization that chess is 
something extremely spe -
cial, beautiful, and enjoy -
able. It is much more than 
wins, titles, or fame.

Last—but certainly not 
least!—I find it important 
to stress the profession-
alism and friendliness of 
STLCC’s staff. Their attitude 
and respect for chess and 
grandmasters makes this 
Residency program such a 
unique and excellent pro -
gram that I feel fortunate to 
be part of. �ank you, Jeanne 
and Rex Sinquefield, for 
supporting and promoting 
chess, and for changing the 
way we enjoy chess. Thank 
you for making it better. From top to bottom, WGM Katerina Nemcova participates in a Pop-up Chess Demo during the 2016 U.S. Championships; 

Katerina Nemcova poses with her Ladies' Knight class in front of the green screen at the opening reception of POW! Capturing 
Superheroes, Chess & Comics, 2017.
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BY AARON TEITELBAUM
Owner, Kingside Diner

Three years ago, leader-
ship at the Saint Louis Chess 
Club approached the Herbie’s 
team with a request. Could 
we jointly create a restau -
rant in the vacant space east 
of the Club? We knew we 
needed to create a brand con-
cept that would be synergis -
tic with chess and the Saint 
Louis Chess Campus. With 
the help of Dr. Jeanne and Rex 
Sinquefield, and the Club’s 
creative geniuses, we came 
up with a great concept. The 
Kingside Diner was born. 

We decided that the Diner 
should be a place where peo-
ple could play chess, take 
lessons, learn about the his-
tory of chess, and enjoy great 
food and drink. Today, we 
have accomplished just that. 
You can learn about chess 
in classes managed by the 
Chess Club in our side room, 
from displays on the walls, 
and in the chess library. You 

can play chess freely in the 
chess room or out on the 
patio that overlooks the cam -
pus and the Central West End 
neighborhood. 

We serve a full breakfast 
and lunch menu seven days a 
week in a welcoming, unas -
suming, and friendly manner. 
Our menus are expansive and 
expertly executed, and there 
is a full bar program includ -
ing specialty cocktails, wines, 
and milkshakes, among many 
others.

 The Kingside facility has 
two distinct patios, with one 
on the roof and one on the 
front sidewalk. It also has a 
chess classroom, a private 
room for up to 12 guests—
known fondly as the Bobby 
Fischer Room—and our large 
main dining room that seats 
90 guests. Reviewers have 
lauded the service at Kingside 
as both friendly and e�cient. 

The team at  Kingside 
quickly became part of the 
Chess Campus and their 
amazing team. The Kingside 

Diner is involved in events, 
like the Caissa Club Dinner 
and the annual Campus 
Holiday Party. We offer dis -
counts and host commentary 
during tournaments, and we 
even help with extra space 
for World Chess Hall of Fame 
programs and events. 

�e Chess Campus in Saint 
Louis is a truly unique expe -
rience, and we’re thrilled to 
be a part of it. There is not 
another restaurant concept 
like this in the world that we 
know of. We are grateful to Dr. 
Jeanne and Rex Sinquefield 
for making this possible, and 
for the support and partner -
ship Joy Bray and the Chess 
Campus has shown us. 

As owner, I couldn’t be 
more proud of Kingside Diner 
and to be a part of this one-
of-a-kind Chess Campus. It 
has exceeded all of my expec-
tations and dreams so far, and 
we look forward to growing 
the business and the brand 
with the Saint Louis Chess 
Campus.

Eat Like a King

Rex Sinque�eld, Lyda Krewson, and Aaron Teitelbaum perform the ribbon-cutting at  
Kingside Diner, April 23, 2015.
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