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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Exhibit at World Chess Hall of Fame Explores the “The Sinquefield Effect” 
 

Commemorates decade of explosive chess growth led by the Saint Louis Chess Club, a 
nonprofit founded by Dr. Jeanne and Rex Sinquefield  

  
SAINT LOUIS (DATE) — A casual conversation between Rex Sinquefield and Bob 
Jacobs about bringing a chess club back to Saint Louis blossomed into the Saint Louis 
Chess Club (STLCC), a world-class chess facility, and the World Chess Hall of Fame 
(WCHOF). Together, these organizations have become the official Chess Capital of 
America. Since Dr. Jeanne and Rex Sinquefield opened the doors of the STLCC in 
2008, the organization has hosted 37 international tournaments, 33 national 
tournaments, weekly classes and lectures, as well as providing chess instruction to 
nearly 30,000 students throughout the Saint Louis area. On Tuesday, April 12, the 
WCHOF will open a new exhibition celebrating the tenth anniversary of the STLCC and 
chronicling this rapid rise of chess in America with a new exhibition The Sinquefield 
Effect: The Resurgence of American Chess.  
 
“Chess and Saint Louis are synonymous,” says chess legend Garry Kasparov. “Rex and 
Jeanne have truly brought the U.S. to the forefront of chess prominence in the world 
and instilled a love for the game that America hasn’t seen since Bobby Fischer played in 
the World Championships.” Kasparov has been an avid supporter of the STLCC since 
its inception, which resulted in the long-term successful collaboration between the 
STLCC and Kasparov Chess Foundation. Kasparov even played in her first professional 
chess tournament after a 12 year retirement for the inaugural Saint Louis Rapid & Blitz 
in 2018. He was quotes as saying, “I do not plan to play in any more professional 
tournaments after this, but if I do, it will only be in Saint Louis.” 
  
The WCHOF will display artifacts, photographs, video, and more to showcase Saint 
Louis’ growing chess culture and the impact these institutions and the Sinquefields’ 
support have had on the area. Over the last ten years, the STLCC has drawn the 
attention of chess Grandmasters from around the world, resulting in scores of players 
moving here, including world No. 2 rated Fabiano Caruana. Additionally, Saint Louis 
University is now funding a collegiate powerhouse chess team that has 5 Grandmasters 
and 1 Woman Grandmaster on its roster. As the center of chess in America, and 
arguably the world, the STLCC has garnered the favor and respect of top players 
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globally who have showed their support in assisting with a surprise project that will be 
unveiled at the exhibition’s opening reception. Then, on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, the 
STLCC will open the tenth U.S. and U.S. Women’s Championships with a ceremony at 
the Saint Louis University Museum of Art.  
  
"The Saint Louis Chess Club and World Chess Hall of Fame have created a dynamic 
chess culture here in Saint Louis" says Shannon Bailey, Chief Curator. “We are so 
excited for the community to see the effect the Chess Club had on the region and the 
world.” 
  
The Sinquefield Effect: The Resurgence of American Chess will open at the WCHOF in 
the Central West End on April 12, 2018, with a reception from 5:30–7:30 p.m. To attend 
the opening reception, please RSVP to events@worldchesshof.org. Two other 
exhibitions opening on April 12 include: 
 

● The Staunton Standard: Evolution of the Modern Chess Set 
● Painted Pieces: Art Chess from Purling London 

  
### 

 
About the World Chess Hall of Fame 
The World Chess Hall of Fame is a nonprofit organization committed to building 
awareness for the cultural and artistic significance of chess. It opened on September 9, 
2011, in the Central West End after moving from previous locations in New York, 
Washington, D.C.; and Florida. The World Chess Hall of Fame is located at 4652 
Maryland Avenue, housed in an historic 15,900 square-foot residence-turned-business, 
and features the U.S. and World Chess Halls of Fame, displays of artifacts from the 
permanent collection and exhibitions highlighting the great players, historic games and 
rich cultural history of chess. The World Chess Hall of Fame partners with the Saint 
Louis Chess Club to provide innovative programming and outreach to local, national 
and international audiences.  
  
For more information, please visit the World Chess Hall of Fame online at 
www.worldchesshof.org or call (314) 367-9243 (WCHF). 
  
Visit our social channels: Facebook (@WorldChessHOF), Twitter (@WorldChessHOF), 
Instagram (@worldchesshof), and YouTube (www.youtube.com/worldchesshof); 
Exhibition hashtags: #PaintedPieces, #StauntonStandard, #SinquefieldEffect 
 
About the Saint Louis Chess Club 
The Saint Louis Chess Club is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization that is committed to 
making chess an important part of our community. In addition to providing a forum for 
the community to play tournaments and casual games, the club also offers chess 
improvement classes, beginner lessons and special lectures. 
  
Recognizing the cognitive and behavioral benefits of chess, the Saint Louis Chess Club 
is committed to supporting those chess programs that already exist in area schools 
while encouraging the development of new in-school and after-school programs. For 
more information, visit www.saintlouischessclub.org. 
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